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College of Education and Human Services 

“Educating professionals who impact the 

lives of adults and children.”

 

History of the Andrew A. Robinson Eminent Scholar Chair Fund 
 

The Andrew A. Robinson Eminent Scholar Chair in Educational Policy and Economic 

Development was initiated by a generous gift from the Honorable Fred Schultz in 1986. 
The endowed chair was named in honor of the late Dr. Andrew Robinson, former interim 
president and education dean here at UNF. The eminent scholar funds allow the 

College of Education and Human Services to promote scholarship and educational 
practice focused on the relationship between educational policy and economic well-
being and the integral role of education as an investment in human capital.   

 
Prior to the first Eminent Scholar Chair being named, Paul Volcker, Former Chair of the 
Federal Reserve, delivered the first lecture under the auspices of the Eminent Scholar 

fund. 
 
Leon Lessinger became the first Eminent Scholar Chair, holding the position from 1989 

to 1996.  Lessinger had served as the associate U.S. commissioner of education for 
elementary and secondary schools under Presidents Johnson and Nixon, was former 
dean of education at the University of South Carolina, and served as the superintendent 

of three school systems. 
 

Following Lessinger’s retirement in spring 1996, the College, in conjunction with the 

Florida Institute of Education, held four lecture series. Distinguished scholars such as 
Governor Bill Clinton; U. S. Senators Bob Graham and Bill Bradley; Ray Marshall, 
Former Secretary of Labor; Michael Kirst, Stanford University; Richard Murnane, 

Harvard University; and Ann Lieberman, the Carnegie Foundation and Stanford 
University visited Northeast Florida and the UNF campus under the auspices of the 
chair.   

 
In 2001-2002, Dr. Kern Alexander, formerly University Distinguished Professor, Virginia 
Tech, served as the Second Andrew A. Robinson Eminent Scholar Chair in Educational 

Policy and Economic Development. Before going to Virginia Tech, Dr. Alexander served 
in the U.S. Department of Education, and had been a distinguished professor at the 
University of Florida from 1968-1985. Dr. Alexander served on the teaching faculty 

during his tenure and also provided public forums on legal education topics. 
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Following Dr. Alexander’s resignation, the College implemented an open application 
process for existing faculty to work collaboratively on important school-based issues 

using a portion of the available Eminent Scholar funding.  During 2004-2005, the 
College selected faculty members Elinor Scheirer and Richard Chant, respectively, as 
Faculty Scholar and Early Career Scholar. These faculty worked collaboratively on a 

project to explore teachers’ role in curriculum decision making, teacher efficacy, and 
teacher professional identity.  This work involved consultation with Dr. Jean Clandinin, 
distinguished professor, University of Alberta. 

 
The College of Education and Human Services hosted the Robinson Eminent Scholar 
Lecture Series 2005-2006.  The lecture series was funded from the Robinson Eminent 

Scholar Chair Endowment and brought in well-known speakers such as Former Labor 
Secretary Robert Reich; Former Education Secretary Rod Paige; William Sanders, 
Value-Added Assessment Expert; Terry Moe, Charter School Advocate; and Rick 

Wormeli, Expert in Teaching and Learning. 
 
The College of Education and Human Services was pleased to welcome Dr. Perry A. 

Zirkel as its third Andrew A. Robinson Eminent Scholar Chair in Educational Policy and 
Economic development in Spring 2009. Dr. Zirkel assumed the role for one semester 
while on leave from his position as university professor of education and law at Lehigh 

University, where he formerly was dean of the College of Education and more recently 
held the Iacocca Chair in Education for its five-year term. Dr. Zirkel served as guest 

lecturer to UNF graduate classes, held on-campus and community seminars on school 

law, and provided workshops for area school districts on legal issues. 
 
The College, in partnership with the Florida Institute of Education, is currently funding  

 
The Robinson Eminent Scholar Chair endowment and operating account has grown to 
$1.9 million, making it one of the largest funds of its type at the University of North 

Florida.  At various times in its history, the state has funded a faculty line to provide 
base funding for the Eminent Scholar position, with Eminent Scholar funds used to 
enhance the base salary.  This combined funding made it possible for the College to fill 

the position for an extended period of time without quickly drawing down the usable 
fund balance. There has been no faculty line to support the hiring of an Eminent Scholar 
since approximately 2002. 

 


